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Absence of recognised authorities among savages.

And even if we find a traveller without any scien-
tific bias, free from any wish to please the leaders of
any scientific or theological school, there remains,
when he attempts to give a description of savage
or half-savage tribes and their religion, the immense
difficulty that not one of these religions has any
recognised standards, that religion among savage
tribes is almost entirely a personal matter, that it
may change from one generation to another, and that
even in the same generation the greatest variety
of individual opinion may prevail with regard to
the gravest questions of their faith. True, there are
priests, there may be some sacred songs and customs,
and there always is some teaching from mothers to
their children. But there is no Bible, no prayer-book,
no catechism. Eeligion floats in the air, and each
man takes as much or as little of it as he likes.

We shall thus understand why accounts given by
different missionaries and travellers of the religion of
one and the same tribe should sometimes differ from
each other like black and white. There may be in
the same tribe an anrgel of light and a vulgar ruffian,
yet both would be considered by European travellers
as unimpeachable authorities with regard to their
religion.

That there are differences in the religious con-
victions of the people is admitted by the negroes
themselves \ At Widah, Des Marchais was distinctly
told that the nobility only knew of the supreme God
as omnipotent, omnipresent, rewarding the evil and
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